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THE EFFICIENCY AND SUFFICIENCY OF
~ THE BIBLE

By Parxciear P, T, Forsyrm, M. A, D. Dy Hackney College,
Hampstead, London I

T. ;izmstiﬁ or THE BisLe

Tex Bible cures the wounds the Bible makes. It pulls
down the errors it was misused to build. It restores
fourfold the freedom it was employed to take away.
It has been the occasion of tyranny, superstition, and
cruelty, but it is the source of all that destroys such
things forever. There is no error but has supported
itself from the Bible. There is nothing you, cannot
prove from parts of the Bible. But there is no error
or wrong that can resist the truth and power of the
Bible as o whole. Its own revelation adjusts its own
views. |

Dangerous truth—I prefer it to ever so useful an error.

Truth has a power that can cure every wound it may cnuse.

We who still believe in the Bible are not ostriches;
and it will be worth while to notice the following
examples of the mischievous interpretation of the Bible.

‘We know how the devil can quote Scripture for “
his purpose. The absolutism of kings was based on

the theocratic kingship of the Old Testament. The
chaplains of Justinian in the sixth century proved from
Melchizedek that the emperor must be also the priest,
the master of church as well as the state, and so they
paved the way for the papacy. James I of England

based on Psalm 82:6, “Ye are gods,” the divine right

ALl i ghts reserved. _
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SUFFICIENCY OF THE BIBLE i

of kings to share God’'s throne. The King's will is
law. | F
On the other hand, the Bible has been used as a |
charter of revolution. The peasants of the Reforma-
tion demanded relief from their burdens with the Bible
and its Gospel of liberty in one hand, Cromwell felt
himself the Lord’s Shiloh on reading Zephaniah 1:8.

And it was the Bible that sustained him as a regicide.
The Socialist Seidel in Zurich years ago struck a
Bible in a meeting and said: “This is the book of the
democracy.” " | .
Again Pope Urban, at the Council at Clermont, im0
the eleventh century, declared that the children of the
hondwoman should no longer enslave the children o
the free; and so he roused to fever heat the passion of
the first Crusade. “It is God’s will,” they shouted in
reply. (The story that Peter the Hermit did this
was an attempt by monkhood to seize the honor.)
Tnnocent I1I, in the thirteenth century, demanded i;h
subjection to the Pope of the kings and lords of
Englahd and France with the text: “Doth not your
master pay tribute?’ .= 0
So the persecution of heretics was based on the

Bible. Firmicius Maternus was a zealot who wrote
to the sons of Constantine the Great a letter demand-
ing the extermination of the pagans, and he based his
appeal on the Old Testament command to the Jews
to exterminate the Canaanites. Jerome justified com-
pulsory measures against heretics by Deuteronomy
16:6-11. Augustine, like many since, used “Compel
them to come in” in the same way.| Charlemagne wr te
to Leo III to say he was following, with the foes of
the church, the example of Joshua with the Amalekites:
“Tt is laid on me by the mercy of God to defend the
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C}m}*a}‘; of Christ ’wai‘;’; the sword against the beathen
’ ' .. It is yours, holy ‘::ﬂﬁlﬁi} to lift up
;f}{i for me and gvst&m me as Moses

ttle went on.”” The burning of

; oes was defended by Christ’s

: wm*f}si “Tf o man abide not in me, he is cast forth

as a branch, and is withered; and men gather tl

em,

zm{} cast th to the fire, :,z’fz{i i;hw are ’bnm&{? {3 Q}:m

Et}i}iﬁ; Xi’if 31}&; .,_?zi h;g ﬁrag{mmfiﬁﬁ ’wz*;h *}:h;? téﬁt

“Ie that spareth the rod hateth his child: but he

that

loveth him chasteneth him betimes” (Prov. 18:24).
i at Catholic historian in the end of the

, wrote to 3?@13& P‘*itﬁ ‘s? ih

on in his vision: 7
On %hs; other }z

| %:{:; Peier* “1%3’?; i}:sf: f»;warﬁ Iﬁtf} ”i:‘ize gh "
e ;tz-i;%:z Qﬁﬂiﬁr}' T?&iiﬁi’iiﬁk the (

Lf:i:} E {giéii} ’isisl} was the first Roman bis p
set z.zy f{}? the univer 3&1 %}%h{}i} {}f Chrzstﬁnéf}m

worked ﬁiﬁfj{?,

depose the 3;3‘{1}3%3?{}:{’3 &m@mmzmzﬁata };
his subjects from their oath of {:sbeﬁzémgg on i: eg
that Samuel had deprived Saul of the king
Suarez, the Ri}’mzﬁz jurist, expressly said ’%;hﬁiz %hf‘: |
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has the right to depose heretical sovereigns, founding

on the word: “Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven.” | o
Boniface VIIL, in the great bull, Unam sanctam
n. of the fourteenth century, claiming the
temporal and spiritual sword, falls back on Jeremiah
1:10: “See, I have this day set thee over the nations
and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down,
and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to
plant.” He also uses the text, “Lord, behold, here -
are two swords. And he said unto them, It is enough”
(Luke 22:88), as the ground of both jurisdictions.

Per conira it was out of the same Bible that the

Reformers drew the most mighty weapons against

the papacy. | " " o
S1 s of the blacks was long defended by “Cursed

11 a servant of servants shall he be unto hi
n” (Gen. 9:25). 'The Boers, especially und
nt Pretorius, justified their inhuman treatmen
of the Bechuana natives by Deuteronomy 20; )
At the same time it is from the Christian Bib
the impulse has gone to treat all men as children ¢
God and destined to eternal life, as spiritually, and
therefore civilly, free. g -
Dancing has been justified by David dancing
before the ark. Tt has been denounced with Paul’s
text: “Wallk decently as in the day” (Rom. 18:18).
The invocation of angels is based on passages like
“He shall give his angels charge concerning thee.”
While Paul’s phrases about the subj ection of angels
to Christ have been used against it along - with the
first commandment. o
 “Let your women,” i

the churches.” And, aga
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your daughters shall prophesy” (J oel). In Christ
“here is neither male nor female” And, it is
gurther added, the daughters of the evangelist Philip
prophesied. o "

The text, “Hle hath no form nor comeliness,”
proved to Clement of Alexandria that Jesns must
have had a mis able aspect. While the opposite was
proved from, “Phou art fairer than the children of
men.”’ s |
The worship of relics has been defended by, “He
keepeth all his bones.” |

Infant baptism is proved by texts and disproved,
along with trans ntiation, double predestination,
everlasting torment, confession, f aith-healing, and
anointing the sick, and prayer as atment for
illness. | |

Popes and others have

ch mo

Christ with ,,
unbelievers, ' ong them.

Some, like Darby, find all church offices forbidden
by the Bible; others find in it all the offices of to-day;
others, again, like Lrving, would restore to-day all the
polity of the New Testament, and even its versions in
the Apocalypse. Some sects in Russia mutilate them-
selves in obedience 1o misunderstood passages of

Abstainers and non-abstainers find -

# :

hat seem equally final. .iberal interpreters stand on

the text that the letter killeth but the spirit giveth life. |
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'Ef}zﬁ;r i}z}g}{}ﬁﬁﬁi?g say no jot or tztﬂf: of t‘hg law’ must
pass. | '-
II. THe TRUE “é‘”g*}:isﬁa OF THE BisLe

What is the inference from all this? That the Bible
is useless? No, but that certain textual methods of
treating the Bible are useless, unnatural, zzﬁspirlinai
The allegorical way, especially, which was doomed at
the Reformation, %ﬁﬁﬁziyaﬁﬁﬂ each man to find in it
what his fancy liked. |
But we bave got on the real iaﬁkw*%k& h}gtm*;fsal
the critical, the ethical, the evangelical method. The
Bible exists for its revelation. It has not a unity of
absolute consistency but of life, purpose, and Gospel.
It is not a solid block of equal value throughout, but

iving body of which parts could be amputated. I
18 . *{*{i{igmptx}z} and not in a

> gpirit zz*ﬂ, 1}{}
?ﬁ%{ﬁ, *ﬁf’?‘i; §’§€i{3¥1§ {}f iEQEE%} 1&

E‘sgg{ﬁ crosset
if we find }zzg exts .
views not quite adjusted t

As out of chaos arose I "Qamﬁe} i’i‘i’}{}. ?I}}{Ei"i man’s %p}
to lay law and order on Nature, so out of the chaos o
Seripture Christ rises on His cross as the creativ
power which malkes all f all into place. The Bible is
there for the Gospel, not for a system, not for ﬁi‘:iﬁﬁt}ﬁ{i
proof. It is for moral power z*at}:;@r than for S}E’Siﬁ}’ﬁ* »;
atic truth. Tt is a library covering a t‘iﬁmgaﬁﬁ yea §

r é?ézz;mi:sar of these mgiazzi:gﬁ I am méﬁ?tﬁ{% i:s} 8 ;zsampiziei by
Heinriel, as also for othe £
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It did not come out of ‘one mold aiz one casting. Nor
did any portion of it. It was not immune from any
kind of error by magical dictation. It must be read
historically as well as spiritually, Does it destroy the
i}‘%"f,z‘”%’%”ﬁ%kﬁlﬂw ﬁﬁgz*{%%%a{}z} we have from a cathedral
that it was built in various centuries with sorne mixture
of sty Efzg some z,;z{:{zz}g;mﬁ;{%% and some flaws? The
%‘g}iiﬁ zzzzyﬁsgzs}zﬁ is there still, great for the soul that
wns the unity of the spiritual idea.
| hay contradict themselves as much
as i}}w ;} .‘ .st: 50 fi{:;ﬁg as the Evangel does not con-
tradict itself,” says Goethe. He that believeth shall
not worry. |
The i&ﬁ%f}ﬂ s‘}f %E‘}% E 1st is to be both cautious aﬁé
3} 1 our interpretation. The

verifies itself differently

“ from :g%a ”%’?i}?{i f‘f}? %}gg ;zzigi gence, For experience
we can all vouch, for truth we must study and learn.
E%fa?ar}f S{}Eﬂ can answer iﬁ %;%;f- words: “Thy sins are .
' 1 il Lord is my shepherd,” “The just
8 zgizﬁh care &1}{1’1 ;ski}l .

ﬁzé *@%{3@1{% }’E%

such things as %:‘,.zg ? ’Eﬁi’i?& {iwi}ré{% i:%;ff: Iﬁiﬁ?ﬁtfyg i:hf: o

church, g’ﬁé many other points where %hﬁ amateur is
cocksure.

1t is for the soul that %‘i}{z Bible §§*§narzl§* %:s,zﬁts;i f

for the moral soul. The soul may be trusted to find

by a spiritual %ﬁiﬁiiﬁ“’? what it needs for food and lives
on 3}’%;‘ fﬁ:ﬁ:’ﬂ Faith is not faith in the Bible, %at in

ough the Bible; yet there are many preachers
*%;%E*;g:; ?3’”%3%{%? the Bible more than Christ. The soul
picks its own food as children, gzzl& and all §ﬁ¥€ .
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hearts gzﬁk from books of mixed ‘morals what is
beautiful and good, and pass the evil by without

understanding or memory. Errors in the Bible? Yes,

‘but they make it in some ways a nearer, dearer book.

“Man’s errors make him lovable,” says Goethe. We
do not love the admirable paragons. The note of
absolute consistency is formidable in any man and in
a2 woman terrible. So with the Bible and its inerrancy.
It has its infallibility, but a false claim for the form
of that aut E‘;{}z”ﬁ v has made it ﬁ%ﬁ%})iﬁ%ﬁ by m&z&y as
the prig of Ezt@&iz}?& ’

The message of the Bible is to fmt}z All are

capable of faith (though not of learning). Let us.
circulate the Bible, read the Bible, and let it do its
own work, find its own mark, go home to its own
affinities in the soul. It was a Bible often wron
(the Vulgate) that made Luther. It will do the
work that the warring churches cannot do. It will
*fi}*’*%*é%éi 1?{’%? 3%%%?% as none can speak for it. It can cure
of humanity. Yea, it can cure the wounds

ces. As the Gospel ygm&k&s ihﬁ men 5

agﬁgﬁ out of §}€§}§§£ﬁ%§3 builds

: %@Eﬁ;’ rec iéi men f}"{}iﬁ %,hsf ﬁZ{T{}?S zi: ha&

airngﬁ e i %zg,{% gone ihrf}zzgh gnd ishza g{}?f&ﬁtmn won.

The Bible is the cure for the church, for ﬁlﬁ
theologians, for the fanatics that have built strange
fabrics on it. Terrible churches, i}zﬁi}iﬂgzes, “and
cruelties have risen from it, or been forced into it.
But all modern liberty has come out of it. It stands
subduing its abuses like a free people, rebuking them,
| ﬁﬁﬁfﬁi}%}ﬁﬁ ing them, stirring their repentance gm% ﬁm"wm
ing out %:E’za*zz* purified {Ei%’?’{}i}ﬁﬁ, |







