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-ffpbg/yy@ / /é ‘ / 7/9 R stlble f'or us to stop there Wxthoui, chang'lng Chns’clamty
- Y 8 rehglon which has ceased to be creative and become
R L mpressionist. -What. is the eternal, the objective, valie
- Lo hése’ values and impressions from Christ, which ‘means
much subjectively for us? How dre. we sure"they are -
ot illusions ¢ How do we pass from the one world to another ?
any are- suggesting to-day that there is no such passage,
§ : s at we are victims of auto-suggestion. How do we reach
d'rest on a reality within our impressions? What' is their
‘THE REALITY OF GOD lue to God? - What i is the relation of the Christ we révere -
: o yod 7 Can we say in any sense that God Himself died ?"
A WARTIME QUESTION . w. do we pass from Christ, as value for us, 10 God as the..
e lute reality of us and all things? How ascend from sub-
ctive experience to objective faith? How, for instance, can':
i personal experience of Christ and His effect on hlstory:"-
arrant a faith in what must be beyond every mere stage of
perience—the actual and final consummation in history of
e Kingdom of God? How shall we know that the love so. - =
t'nse, so moving, in Christ is equally eternal, that it has” -
wer adequate to its passion, that it may not one far day
. , 28'W ide eithe; umb to some dark but mightier fate behind all? Is that
velation -or'in. experzence. S We mlght well follow ve of His the love ommpotent? Can it for ever overcome
er'n‘-tr d,_ ref‘usmg to think'that it is a decadercs i¢ Jast death that works in the Universe¢ Is it through
as. an-advance, - We: rmgBt speak aceordmgly im identical with the last feahty ? Isit enough for us that -
; : ‘substance ‘but-of values and realit e.50 felt it? Is the intensity of His conviction but the
h categorxe bring us to contact with a God of persona atest of aids to our wish to believe the same? Isour faith. -
rahmanical repose; . with a God'w it & smaller replica of His? Or did He do something which - - -
wpose. of ‘aholy I&mgdom and“the ot me,rely His witness to love’s etermty, but the act which-
e ;i who,  therefore;: comes. out-to: rés’ it by beating down, in principle and in advance, every. .
r'nieed; and’does not simply wait - to he . biatan under the feet of God? Was the Cross the real act
: | - ha e a.God who ta. “eosmie victory of love eternal ? G
: roh his.is not -a piece: of academic theology. It is the Iast fo
ion of the religion of the hour, when evil is loose as: it
was_before in our. time, and when the religious con--;
ibusness has taken a form to which the theological phrasing -
arried the old heroisms has ceased to appeal.” The
‘have put represent ‘the modern form of the problem
€ Cross has to. answer. It is not so much question®
he' =sa’cxsfy1ng of divine Jllstlce, or the revelation of
ove; buf about the securing of righteous love as the:
bsolut ?';kmgdom, -as -at-once the final destmy and g
Hedast groﬁnd of ‘all- history. and "all thmgs. The revelation”
15 not: simply, God is Tove : it:is the invincibility of
Hat Jove'by any othier power that might rise against it; it'is
as ultima y as- the last reahty 'l‘hat IS, to put it in an’ old"’
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of conversion till we have adjusted the possibility of mira
to the lower level of natural law. We do not believe i
God ‘because we believe in miracles; to believe in miracle
we must first believe in God and His kingship—believe, th
is, really, religiously, personally. Personal religion is miracy
lous.religion.. . It:is. by a miracle we pass from death to'life
which is the nature of Christian fajth-—at least in the'class
cases, where its true genius is to be sought. Everythin
produced in us by the Holy Spirit is produced by miricls
The Spirit of God acts plentifully. without miracle ;- Pil
ad ‘that power, But miracle is the world of the Holy Spinit
f personal faith. in. Christ’s redemiption depended on believing
the miracles, then we should have to start from some satig
ietory adjustment of the miracles to.natural Jaw-or scientifi
ntelligenice, "and 'go-on, in the strength of that belief t
lieve i a’revelation so guaranteed. But that is e:épldde'
getic,. - There. is"no adjustment of miracle to natu
which 1is - so: satisfactory as science that we could buil
on -it, - We must begin at the other, the religion
&’ secret of God’s miracles -is with them that fes
It is 'in: the religious. experience, and in its experienc
dtion and. not’ only -emotion, that the true nature o
o.-be found. It is in an experience of “actio
n’God. and:us which breaks the chain of moral caugs
he fatality of our past. It is in the experience o
use, and more than- cause, as will, surmounting ‘an

ieeds most is to be psychologised.  Ts that not a m1stake?
sychology is a science, and science can give no reality, but
only values. If cannot give revelation, What is most needed.

‘both theology and religion is to be morafiscd. S
“All real belief in a holy God is miraculous. The whole : .
intenance of the deepest spiritual life is, unless we only -
foat in & mystic sea, It rests not only on spiritual mystery, -
t, at last, on moral miracle. The facts that serve us here .
-not evidential but sacramental. They do not clear things- = -
up; they break open and give access to a new world with new -
inants. Their impressive value in us becomes, in moral .
depths beyond our psychology, the vehicle of reality from:.
youd us. The fact Jesus becomes the Son of God in power .
not simply as throned in heaven, but as new creative within -
e; not in royal power, abstract and spectacular, at the switeh~ © -
ard of the moral Universe in a distant heaven, but in power -
ich remakes me within. e remakes me, not by a royal "
%t from His far heaven, but by becoming in my thought and:
ason. the real conative power, active purpose, and effectual
wll. - The new Creator “liveth in me.” He becomes, not the
ject of my thought or even worship, but its energy and its - -
ry quality. We have the mind of Christ. We think. . ., .
irist’'s crestive thoughts. That is the miracle of Paul's =~
spiration as he himself understood and believed it (1 Cor. -
6: 1 think the thoughts of Christ”). Such was the -
sstolic thinking that created the Church, and the new .
umanity of which the Church is the earnest, R
The miracle which lifts experience into faith is the ad- -~
nced stage, not of the mystery which makes our nature . -
tual, but of the miracle that makes our will free. Itis @7~
angelical In its riature more than mystical. - It bélongs to~ - -
region of our sin rather than our sensibility, of our forgive--
ssmore than our hunger for God. For saving faith isan. .. .
of ‘reciprocal wills, It is an act meeting act.. However . -~
ply-mystic or deeply moved it may be in the immediate- " -
of experience in whieh it transpires, it is, at its.core, an-¢
f spipttual will. . Such is the psychology of it; ‘which~
est' on:a’metaphysic of its own. kind, a metaphysic of .
; niot of substanice but of subject.. And in a mysticism it.
ay float, also of its own kind—the mysticism of conscience, of -
Cingdom of -God and its righteousness, of our mystically
al Redemiption into that Kingdom, of our holy salvation. -’
o “also, ‘if we ‘put- the matter in’ the terms of the last -
rity; that is experiericed before it is admitted.. It is'a-
ditation and not a verdict: ' It comes home, it is not “ con-

rsing ‘cause. *, The key to the miracles we  canex
he miracle ‘we have undergone. « Miracles ‘whic
‘be_ the founidation of apologetic became in time:onh
¢k, and now they are its ‘crux” . It takes all
‘the miracle” of Salvation. to” believe ‘the miraclés

liness; ‘herice. the activn:of. ot
“an‘objéctiveé power only (like the external
bsolute - One, “with all. the reality of i
read in'a veview of Professor Percy
the Huolution of Doctriri, that what 't
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ludéd.” “And'it does not come home in a mystic experience’ ot only surmounted in heroism but exploited for righteous
o tich as in“a moral, in a ‘region of. reciprocal “action, in s etérnal ‘a calamity and a crime the greatest that history

ich'God makes. Hirnself ours, and we respond ‘by. making Id present- or Eternity feel. 'The Church' took- that
urselves His. It can be but-owned, not explained. . It eisure. of the Cross, and it has produced its effect on the
orporate-value'must come home’ to' each ; we ‘cannot-impose: i }d by doing so. It held (rightly or wrongly) that man'sg:
t.on‘any. 1t is not a matter of deeper intuition but'of new. jireatment of the holy Son of God, coming for his blessing.
ife; ‘new dction; or new creation. - The only foundation” fo what- God’s holiness saw to be his last distress and knew -
istian authority is nothing that-appeals to péople of cultur be His own deepest wound, was a greater moral enormity -

5 such: It is the evangelical experience. : It is. Christ & n anything man could do on man, or nation on nation..

leemer. - The ~only. external -authority really -valuable th went down to the last moral reality, to the last reality-"":.
hat which flows from such faith, serves it, and is owned by it 1, in a way to see that the issue of that event settled all ' -
‘he evangelical experience of the gift of eternal life'in forgive iritual values, all moral issues, all human sin, all historic '~
nessis-the middle  point between the extremes of Rome an flict, in principle and in advance for ever. . , . o0
alism ; -and it -is there the Christian centre of gravit; 1 venture to suggest that that is the question still, and 7
Not that the experience is _Qrescrib'ed for every Christia should be kept m the front in all our discussions about -
at it-is the ‘classic and distinctive Christian experi ¢ reconstruction either of the Church, or its belief, or its
»“the  priniciple for those by whom the question o ssage. If such a war as this do not make us face reality, L
studied'and is acute. It is the experience charac: jvhat will? What is the relation of Christ and His moral .
nd:distinetive ‘of the ‘corporate consciousness of thi ictory to the reality laid bare by the dreadful moral situation’ "
the trué saints, whether of the canonical or not.. ¢ our own time, and especially to its revelation of evil?. It °
Chiageiiahoo D ‘not denied by any that Christ’s life was a moral victory,..
nd it was the moral victory of a soul which was something
re than a mere saint, It could not have affected the.
rld as it has done if it had been merely the self-corquest -
‘an individual piety or genius. It was more than the
ssage of a passing prophet, or the visitation of a spiritual
plendour.  Its significance was historic, universal, radicdl, .
ative, for the moral soul. It was the crisis of the world’s . -
johteousness and the world’s fate. 'What, then, is its bearing - .
he present crisis, which is now moral even more ‘than: .
itical ‘or historic, and bound up with a world righteousness "
more than a diplomatic situation? Was the death- of c
st greater event, a more appalling moral tragedy, than ==
present war? . To say so will seem to many but a pulpit”
ayagance.. "And .yet the Church at least cannot shrink
aying it “without making -a present of its faith to our
on’hours, our common sense, the spirit-of the age, or
“principle, ‘of ‘the world.. The Church’s faith ‘may -not
ve this" dreadful ‘trial 3 but if it do; it can only be if the
travagance:is not merely believed, but taken as the founda- |
elief; - the residual reality from the evaluation -of

convmtmnwhmh f&tiﬁnﬁl Vevidén'cé, ééﬁnﬁf ‘carry.
6lves-a mioral miracle. " If we”eke out the .defect . of
iysticism, which ‘goes no further than ‘wonder, we do -
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ghteousness as our last and inniost cause were defeated, could
¢'go on to believe in a righteous God in and over all history 2
is very doubtful. Of course, there is nothing more tenacious:
an religious belief, and the publicin a mass might long goon:
h the old creed and worship. ~But it would slowly have.the .
eart -taken out of it, as for many, that heart has long been
one. Those who penetrate things, and whose unbelief is of"
e radical kind, could say more than they had said before.
ind they would gnaw away the public belief in due course. .
velation would be unequal to question. We should be -
educed—the thin to Mr Wells’s limited God, the thorough to'
{r Hardy's “ 1t "—to “the Great Foresightless,” to «the Inad- .
ertent. Mind,” to the * Spirit of the sinister and ironic,” with. ..
undertone of all the « Pities,” hoping against hope that the N
rand Force might become conscious and compassionate at last. . -
“Unless—unless power were given the prophets of the Church ©
oreach and convey, as the certainty of the moral world, that =« -
he Cross of Christ still leads the generations on, that it was -~ =
¢ its heart a vaster crisis for history than the present, that its -
alue lay nearer reality ; nay, that it was the last moral crisis
f the world truly real, and that it was, within all the values
we feel in it, the final victory of the God of love holy and .
ternal, the real establishment in a slow history of ‘His endless -
ingship against every Fate. 'This, of course, the Church might
unable to do in due force. It might remain so entangled, -
jiot in the past but in the amoral controversies, creeds, traditions.. =
nd sentimentalisms of the past, as to lose the penetration of
he moral soul, and the Hofy Spirit’s discernment of the time.
‘might keep cultivating the note of piety, spirituality, and
icile love till it lost all answer on a wor d-scale to the note of -
ighteousness which ruled Christ ; till its truncated mind called -
seers, with sneers, the court chaplains of a commonwealth
sectaries. - But any Church and any theology worth keeping ..

10t do justice to. the element of miracle, which is equally ;
lement in‘all religions’.for mysticism is not action: ' I'meas
0t only that what is believed is such.a moral miracle-—God’s
orgiveness. of ‘such enemies—but also.that the belief in it is
uch' & miracle in - its nature. Faith delightedly believes in
miracles, being . itself miraculous. This is not the refuge o
rapotence;” the -asylum' of “ignorance. It is action - the
lenchus - of the last religion, - the logic or method of - thie
unseen (Feb..ii.), the action of the moral will in" its - last
is"and-committal, It is'only by'a miracle that we ‘cou
:elieve:‘th_e};:_fundamental miracle of- the world, the paradoi’;:—é
he recreated soul,-of a life by death, of seeing the invisiblé
4 is, by this saltus that we solve Plato’s riddle and pass fioti
_‘ iadows to his realities.  We -are ‘turned round, converted
n the cave; - we do'not just advance into the light. Itisno
. matter. of education, as Plato solved it. That would
dke. faithbut a-branch of religious culture (which is. the
heresy).and not a moral crisis. God has broken it
sed inen’to break: out. The new life, because it ;
. per “saltum without being salew. If the Cross o
as what-the Church exists by believing it to be, th
toof ?,}IE;::m_gra.lj'” ‘miracles, then that belief is 6ju;dcrn
t is an act-of _faith, miraculousin the humblest and
nplest believer who is sure that Christ is as real a-presenc
f two'thousand. years were not,—little as he ma

that it is:so,’or:that his faith-is' a “function” and no
el of Christ’s resurrection. ' Again, I am not argi
merits ‘of the case, but rather indicating the magnitud
2 mbly urging on the Church especiallythai
should :be :duly ampleiand deep. It cannot. b
urnalistic. touch; or'the engaging causerie:. ]
i¢ whele volume: of the consciousness of the Ch
f Humanity and its tragedy on the ot |
intment is-rarely so ‘unpleasant as v the moralised Church or theology which can commend itself .
er cof Christ ap ‘the soul broken by the moral problem of a whole eivilisation .. "": . -

His' act cked; and a whole world in international collapse.. .«

ssays. ‘or talks: on: the*’character

"That is the situation the Church and its beliefs is.Challen'g'é‘&'-

o-day. . It is not atlast the challenge of the havenots, -

& comfortables, nor of the savants, nor of the-sesthetes. -

‘challenge of the whole moral situation. - If the -
handling the greatest moral act in history, declares:

ot th

oral act final and decisive for a whole historic-
must makeit relevant not merely to the spirit of

1d, hen t must el i ;
‘nimieme libricus -adspici, but to the supreme historic..
specially that juncture in which we-live, and
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ch a falth ina moral 1‘1frhte0us, and ‘holy eonsummatmn of’
Ory. as can ‘survive what seems the last dereliction; and’
uck the flower of public salvation out of the nettle of the-
- social danger? Can it relate the Cross of God’s righteois
ess, which it calls the greatest thing in history, to the gresitest
oral crisis of history and.the greatest challenge to belief?
rmany is: that challenge, as being not only the enemy -of
hristianity but its betrayer from within. Can the theology
ich *places” Judas in providence so place Germany, and- *
nable. us to believe that such a Satan which wills the'evil

I works the good? For the living generation that is the: !
ipreme challenge which the public situation offers to Christian,
ith.. Never mind for the moment the cause of the trouble ':(1:;
it be made to serve the Kingdom of God (John ix. 8) 2 'Is
true, as the Church says, that there has been a hl.storlc
dgment still greater, which, already effected, works cut.ina . ..
wa,ymg history, and carries the eternal secret of a new—creatmg_ o
fahty - Can the Church so say that as to make men feel that ..
is true? As the old values subside, do they leave upstanding.’ -
lear the last reality as the Saviour whose. passing sacraments
hey were? Can the Churceh, by moral miracle, transub-
tantiate to the soul, within sll the accidents of time, ‘the
eality of an Eternity as holy as it is kind, and as kind as‘it
fair? Can it make good to the world a religion of -
otional thought, not only crystallising on & moral core -
t-created by that moral regeneration which more feel We'_” :

eed than are sure we have? _ .
o : P, T FORSYTH.‘

whe e our faith is trled for its hfe. The Church escapm
‘the old jurisms and philosophemes which served. tliei
¥y must return to construe its charter and trust, not inih
ight “of .the ages ‘when theologians were - l&wyers or -
physicians, but by Chirist’s own purpose of the historie Kingdon
.of (od, which ruled His every word.and deed, and :chiefl
d His last dnd greatest deed of all. - It must commend it
spelas-it came home to the chief. apostle—as the praétics
evelation’ and estabhshment of God’s r:ghteousness ~Can ¥
nslat, ‘the old.‘power of its ‘Cross into these terms; a
al ‘as: they are modern? In the ngdom of God-and it
lghteousness as established there, can'it find the last reahty bot
‘own creed.and of human destlny ? - It is not new value:
most need, it is nothing so impressionist, but, within'them
last.: reahty and- 1ts 'power of regeneration. Amid th
itchers of old values it must show the light of the rea
t'must, adjust its fundamental belief and. address it
el-to the moral problem of the historie hour, bot
een Tiations and ‘within them..” That is a problem. Whl{, ,
eel:but few ‘can _gauge. It is not a problem in:
iapologetlc, but of theology as a moral Gospel
“curious theology we need, nor a scholarly con-.
butzan ‘evangelical theodxcy as the only theodicy:
‘he old evangelicalism is dead ; is the new powerles
- ‘Mere civilisations end in moral crisis always; ca
ind at creatlve pomt in time that reality and power whic
mn the evolutmnary career ! TIs the Church’
i¢. crisis that transcends all the crises'of th :
eclaii hem fora regenerate realm of God; ‘whic] Lonpoy.
ich -and gloufy-? s the.Cross of Christ, bey T
es it has:for:individuals « or stages, the insertion int
"vorld v here” the real is. the moral raised .

P
hich mikes he Gospel‘ theisal
: v of Societies as’ well ‘as sotls
'__dr Wf--from its: Cmss an dmv ‘1nto the




