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MACKINTOSH ON THE PERSON OF CHRIST."

By REV. PRINCIPAL FORSYTH, D.D.

1.

1 hbave just come to this book
"lrom the reading of Meredith's leiters,
| whersin, as in ail such cases, the chiel
! problem in my mind is one of ex-
f planation. How are we to account for
! the attitude taken to Christianity and

- thee Church by such able and even gifted

"men as Meredith and his set? It is
'M.#’m. for anyone with the

,proper’ knowledge to criticise their

ignorance, so disproportionate to their
- dogmatism and their storn poured on
the Christian faith and system.  They
soem in most cases to have known
and cared to know nothing ol any but
the most popular forms and parodics of
#t. 16 it were a matter of philosophy of
science they would oot have wasted
gheir thinking time on the amateurs
who make it thelr hobby or the retailers
whic make paragraplis of it. - But when
it was 2 case of the philesophy of faith
mnd the realities of religion they scem
o have made no offort to discover what
was to be said by the glants, o even
the competent, in that kind. In such
respect they are Leneath criticism, and
could only be sent to school.  But they
make a problem afl the same. They
eall for explanatipn. Everycoe who
takes Unhristianity even  from its ill-
found expositors docs nol conie oul with
thewr atitude to it  What did they
miss in the Uhristianity they slumbted
on? What sagored theme  What
stirred thetr contempt s What made
them turn from picty to poctry, and
trom tafth to romance ? Grantisg that
they show 2 certain stilf and  harde
batten type of intellcet, the vigour and
rigour order of mind; that they mest
Hard Church by hard school; that they
have a drawn and defiant expression in
thier religious teatures; that they dis-
play a dreadiol lack of fear, not to men-
tion fove, tn the presence of the power
thiat rolls through all; that even in that
presence they stasd ns * gentiemen un-
‘afrald*; and that they exhibit, more
grim promptitude in lashing out than
fine patience in taking in—that may be,
ater all, but the hilistine side of a
' pealism which is not always unwhole
some ; because it does insist, in its slap-
dash way, on getting at facts, or such
S tacts o8 it can underst And it is
here that we find the explanition which
i #0 much more uselul than even erith
csm. What they missed in such
i Christianity as reached them was moral
reatism.  Thew missed the note of
“weality. feiew  nothing of the

Chureh's fnner life. And the theology,’

the apologetic, the sentiment of such
religion as they lighted wpon in Early
Victorian - Evangelicalism, was much
out of contact with the realities of life
and the truths of knowledge as these

. came kome o lorthright natures on the

ene hand or men of genius on the ather.
‘here was a quality too lorensic and
too Lttle moral about its conception of
(the Cross of Christ; and the flaw in
that fact spread outwird into an un.
reality which was bound to sicken un-
.consciousty the whale religious area,
radiating a3 it did trom a centrg o
| ereative for the type of faith. But by
Wod's grace we are moving deeper into
+ o tlme when religion shall be of no final
" ne undess it et us on life's last reality,
plant the conscience on the maoral
“centre of Eternity, and give us that
command pf things which reality alone
tan give—and moral reality above all.
_Unty it is not such reality as comes
* home to the scientist or the pragmatist,
“but that which at once pierces the wouil
from the centre of the moral universe,
and settlés it secure over all the fires of
conscience and the flocds of fate.

# i § 5
Again, we are now happily past the

. day when relighon had to Hight for its

lite against a  scientitic materialism
which saw in iz but superstition. Among
ottier intluences, the study of pagan
falths has conyinced the inking world

thysics has dpened sub-atomlc depths
that before were sealed, which jorm at
least a vestibule for the spirirual world.
Peychalogy reveals in the mind itselt an
interior obyss, whene we cannot hear
the tall ol the stongs we drop into it
but we do catch the murmors and
scents ol ancther sca. The literature

also of last contury developed the sense

‘ot tne super-rational-of the world's
wonder and the soul’s romance, in a
way wiich has poweriully adlected the
fype ol lain itsell. And the spread,
culture, and even idolairy ol musie
everywhere has developed to an ex
treme the subjectivity and intimacy of
the spiritual type. And so- Religion of a
cettain gpiritual kind, at ance grandiose
and inward, has a place which it cer-
tainly did not have even hait a cegury
ago. And, indeed, we are in more
danger from a vague bul passionale
Gnosis now than we were from & dark
and_indigent Agnosticism then. Ke-
ligious temperament s mistaken tor
spiritual insght, and impressible talent
tor the grasp ol laith i

1t is therclore quite beside (he mark,
and it has the futility of bad marksman-
ship. {0 spend time now in pleading (18
claims ot  relfigion ‘Lhe  Christhan
preacher has more to do with faith and
podliness thag with religion  In many
cases  we neea rescue  from  religion
rather than jor ®. What threatens
refigion most is its own dim and
vaperous forms’ which wrap the soul
¢ither 10 sunny cloud or roiling mist,
rot it in warm modsture, and soak with
sentiment the conscience it
search and quicken with the Spicit It
15 mot the influence, nor even the
supremacy, of feiifion we have mow to
contend forg if is the influence and
supremacy of positive religion, charac
teristic religion, as Eucken calls ¢, his-
rofle religion, living taith, religion with-
a right 1o reign greater even than
power to win, the religion of a maral
ealism that takes wp Hle with both
nands and weighs the actual central
moral cate ol the race and of the soul

Lhus the passion foe feality b

i human experience by Jesus Christ’s
cross. - His wictory-is gained onee for
.all becanse it is vigtory in the central
moral of the race, nOL to say,
with Paul and the pessimises, of exist.
ence. He opened a new region not
simply of experience, but of reality, in-
trinsic to the soul and yet ks Eternal
Master. E

S0 cthical is the nature ol the ques-
tions to be aniwered by any revelation
that meets: the Incts of cur case, and
especially by any theoldgy which is to
be at once histocic to the past and posi-
tive to the present. L holiness is the
one interest of the world, sin is the one
problem ; and it must be neither pooh-
poohed nor bewept, but destroyed In &
moral recreation.  Theology must be
moralised, and not banished, if religion
is to be relevamt to the soul Ul the
central doctrine of Christianity cannot
be stated in such terms, and founded in
the tragedy of the conscience, no credal

haalogy. no mere repri fon even
ol the Mew Testament, no juristic sys-
temi, mo melaphysie of subsiance, can
save it. A Testatement, or a readjust-
ment of, It to the divine conscience, Is
long overdue  For tack ol it Uhris-
tianity is being cuwdone. But there are
signs that even in this country the work
is already in hand—the potent, vital,
thankless work of moralising Christian
beliet, of derationalising R, of de-
sentimentalising i1, ol reinterpreting it
from ‘the moral contre and crisis of the
universe in the holiness of God @ It is
true enough that some ol those who
most flee Lile's moral realities seck

nor destroy the [act tha the holy love
of God is the last word ol moral reality
for ahe whole world, and therefore the
last sceret of the Eternal Son of God.

V.

From whis ethical point of view Dr.
Mackintosh's book is of unusmal value;
and indeed it should antiquate most
others on the subject for English use. It
frankly professes tu be an effort to re
construct  (shall -we rather say, ‘re.
interpret, or, with the author elsewhere,
remint ?) the. central dociring of Chris.
I tiniiy. 11 approaches it from the moral
saul.  Yet we are not to bo arrosted in

Dotter than ever &1 3 time when the
wardness of religion will take deninl
less and less. - 15 there any  religion
which tombines these two things, and
pives us the decpest mystic Intimacy
with the last moral reality ? Our last
ground musi be sought in our inmost
man. Where it that inberior castle? In

what depth is the hauni of the eternal

voice? Is it mystic or moral, of the
temperament of the conscience?’ 1s it
in the spiritual imagination or the con-
sclence of the holy #

1l

Christianity - is  evangelical s it
answers that question for the conscience
and  stakes _cversthing there—as it
handles the guilt thm baffles mere picty
and taxes ail the religions. 4 Chris-
thanity Uo not make its case good
there, no other faith can among known
creeds; and we are left groping for
some new  configuration ol the mere
religiosity or spififuality which s the
nebutar hypothesis of the soul.  The
final test of Christianity is not its prob-
abie success, at a luture more of less
remote, in dealing directly with the
social question, but it is its power fo
nandie the moral problem present at
the core of the social.  Its last success
will net be in dealing with poverty, but
in dealing with the gailt which out-
lines paverty and il gives the moral
ery its mystic persistency and depth.
What we need lor a religion ol
gpintunl reality is the mysticism of the
Conscience. 1t is the inwardness of a
world o moral action. Have we a God

and Savieur in the terms of this lagt | primer

mystic thoral realism? Is He its last
sword tor the cdnscience of the whole
world in its actual plight? ls eternal
reality revealed in such moral realisth
as is the note of the Bible, of is that,
oo, but o phase of things? And is
there sure foundatisn for any such
mystic intimacy a8 the tospel opens
with its Lternal Life?

“T'o all such questions the faith of the
New Testament answers with Christ.
Nathing gets so near, o home, to us as

that religion is an essential clement in
hunanity—to go no farther than that.
ke e e fhe Fersom of Jersr

i By R g

+ and nothing can be so sub-

“lime and ropal. And Christ recreated

the constistice from its centre oo an
gternal scale. Tt was the one compre.
hensive thing He did. The one thing
the human race needed to have done

hrkmﬂdwtyhmhyintiod;md
| i was doae. mnd is daily bging done,

ethical caleg amd we are driven
to metaphysic as we come pearef to
reality. Bui the metaphysic is the
energetie metaphysic of moral action,
and mot the statie metaphysic of mon-
jstic being. The suthor deals well with
the conception of| Jesus as genius, and
teaves it behind. ‘Ihe whale value of
Christ turns a1 last oo His redemptive,
re-cremtive value for the yniversal con-
science 1t 1 signibicant for this that
the mirsculous birth is not mentioned
n e Jody ot the book, though it is
handibd,_ang’ accepted in an aﬁmd;.-.
the pre-existence, though real, is held to
be interesiiial, since it cannot b Ex-
pericoced  as  the post-existence i3
{p- 445); while the doctrine of the two
natures s dismissed, with some sound
criticiem, a3 impossille except o @
rudimtntary psychology ard a crode
iden of personality 11 is either wrecked
on the Scrlla‘of a duplex personality ar
sucked into the Charybdis of an im.
personal manhood (p. 2g0). ‘The founda-
tion ol the doctrine is noLin the cradle,
but the cross,

I treatment, in the first part, of
the New Testament base is marked by
therough and critieal knowledge ol
what as been done, by firm caution,
greal reasonablencss, and the true his.
torie. sense (though | do not think he
docs justice to Holeten). The writer
has 2 sound cye for outworn micthods.
He is an evangelical modernist, and an
instructed Scribe of the Kingdom. 1is
review, in the second part, of, the de-
velapment of this doctrine n the Church
s ponypressed, but it should become the

er for an e knowledge of

that part of the subject, His thapter
on the Uhristology of the nineteenth
century is specially good, and exem-
plary of the auther's happy combination
of eriticism and ation.  But the
er, the thy, the. fine reason.
Wm. MWMF acumen, and the

mind comes home to us mest in the
third and reconstructive division, which
{s about hall the book. The author is
kéen to vindicate the primie necessity of
a Christology for a Church, elie we
treat the Lerd of our faith with less
respect - than  Science  treats Nature;
and he will not “pormit the poot
average of aith to set [tsell wp as
eriterion.” = We havé to catch nat the
lowest lorm ol belie! compatible with
» projession of Chelstigalty, bl wme:

cefuge in holiness ; bur such abuse does |
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presented in a variety of chang-
ing and brilliant  lights, shooting
fhrough &n  aimospherc ol singular
Jucidity and quiet It reflects the
calim, judicial, and-Rkindly _atmosphere
of a welltgught mother Church whose
existence s not challenged ar threat-
‘ened by a raw Al rickless modernism
that "aps its exiflencc trom within is
gutes. Vualy a fedoomed aan, e says,
with Herrmann, con rcally believe in
the Incarnation. - i
The link Between the Incarnate and
the: Soul is| therelore found in the
Atonenent a maral crists of the old
flamamty snd yhe creative centre of
the new. The Incarnation is neither an
dea nor the symbol of an nebe it 8 an
st and a Gospel, at once el act
and a mysiic Gospell " (iheraisg i is
» mere theasopheme for fhnse who arc
minded that way. - The confusston of
Christ's Godhesd flows from us Lelore o
Cwe know it as we are made by His
work 1 and any progress we nake in the
reconstruction of fus doctring is produced
by ats  reconstrection of ug ' bor
Cheist's relation to God s what we are
required to believe, not by our reason
upon fact, but by oot redemption in
spirit and in truth
On the other band, Dr. Maikinimabh
grasps the modern difficaity of Believing
{amid a world now w0 vast) in the cbs-
mic position of Ulirist as the Lhiwine
Agent in Creation and the umiying
principle of finite Being. Amd he soes
that such a position is impossibie it the
unitying principle is an exiended sub-
stance, or o sutfusing thought, and not
an clernal moral act of love at the fe-
creative centre of things, = the orga-
nising centre of that world ol values by
which faith lives." " Redemplion
ereition constitute A gpirsual paity.”
it is atrractive to o wertain vwder ol
i} and Lheir

in ite
h, which
Ahat s creation
work of po croature
hand.
" space does mot allow
which | had marked.
like o have adduced
pregaant niote on p. 352--50 yaluable on
the  fundamental matter of method,
Here, a3 eltawhere, Dr. "Mackintosh i
toll of reliont praise for llerrmann.
= O the whole subject,” he £aye, = seo
Herrmann's  priceiess - book, ' ¢ Com-

ok ations
much

| well balanced presentation of its.

Literature.

MAITLAND OF LETHINGTON.®
exhaustless fascinatinn anaches to
seniod of Scottish history marked

Relormation straggle, the ques-
oo of Englsh or French alliance.
above all by the personality and for-
tunes of Mary Stuart, asd the mael-
strum of political intrigue and crime
that ceatres in ber uohappy Bgure.
The history has beea wntten from
every poimt of viow—with sympathy.
with violent partizanship, in general
‘narratives of the time, in biographie:
of the leading actors: and enchams the
iterest  equally ' of the student - of
relypion, of the ‘staresman, of those
drawn by the pathes and romance ol
an intemsely complicated and difcult
sitiation. + Ong side from which the
subject has mot been so commoaly
approached s that of the character and
wareer of Maitland of Lethmgton, by
universal comsent one of the subtiest
and mosy inflecatial of the statesmen
and advisers of 1hat iroubled time, whose
diplemacy i seen with increasing light
1o have been 2 patent factor in all ik
transactione.  Skelom's Lrilliant book
on * Manland of 1.cthington, and ihe
Scotland of Mary Stuart” now thirty-
four yaars old, can bardly be surpassed
‘in skl and picturesqueness of descrip-
non ; but, usfortenarely, apart from the
face 4hat much new matetidl has been
publithed singe his tme, ks impatti-
ality and atcorscy are Uy oo means in
proportion 10 its cleverness af presenta-
won, The warmth of Skelton’s advo-
cacy of Mary dimmed bis appreciation
of the profounder tisues at stake in the
al condution of the

An
the
by

THE BRITL.

his Lifc and Times"
. F. Russell, a work which, in
scholarship, thomonghoess, erdedy and
. facts,
and a sound instinct of istorical judg-
- ment, will, we are convineed, take rank

L 45 ome of the vory sanes books on Mait- §

Aand, and on the whole period.  Mr.
Russell is mot known ag a writer of
books, though every page shows him to
be & master in historical research. His
knowledge of everything throwing light
on the age of Koox and Mary seams
almest  complete.  State-papers  have
“been digested to their minutest details;
English, French, nud Spanish docu-
ments and books lie open 1o him ; and
the pictare be is able Lo present of the
progress. and relations of events, where
everything at first sight is apt to appear
an inextricable tangie, is marked by
& rare amal . persunsi

What strikes one chiefly in his presenta.
tien of the historv  alike of Lethington
and of the peried, is its absplute j
tivity.  Mr. Russell eichews rhetorit—.
%ias vather, ome would fancy, a slight
contempt for it—antl declines to load his

munion wilth God,'" “I'his leads me to
a8y two things. First, to subseribe
warmly to all his praise for Horrmann's
2 ook, which (ke Meleod
Campbell'y) recalls us to the “classic
+ days when great worls on  thealogy
- were also deep books ol dovotion. And,
second, T could wish that Dr. Mackin-
tosh had gone into a fuller exa -
' tign of Herrmuann's position, particu-
barly discussing how far it rises above
the loltest kind of impressionism, how
“far it rises 10 regeneration, and how
' tar our capitulation to the inner lite of
Jesus does justice to the Gnality and
objectivity of the decisive aet of the
cross  and its ereation of the New.
Humanity as the last moral ground of
our beliel in His Godbend.  He does
pot allude to Frank at all, so far as 1
‘wentember of the index shows

| V.
| This is & wonderlully full, fine, and
i Cwork. 1 published oy sl a

pages with picturcsque descriptions of
episodes, even the most stirring, which
have been so ofien depicted by ather
pens. Dut he never loses hold of the
main thread of his parrative, not fails
1o make clear to the reader his own
jndgment on the © s of te or of
1‘n¢ persons inmlwWThil is
done, however, rather through the pre-
sentation  itself, than through formal
verilicts on their character and daings.
It is tot an wnjust claim, therefore,
for Mr. Russell's book o say that it it
a5 free a5 2 book of the kind can well
Yie from the vice of partisanship. ITis
estimate of Lethington himself is well=]
pigh as high as Mr. Bkelton's, though
it does not blind him to the faults of
Tethington’s character in its tack of
earnestness nf moral conviction.  The
interest - of
minates when, from the earlier period
«of Lethington's activity, we come to the
eritical gvents of the reign of Mary i bt
a great service is rendered in clearing
Lethington from many of the reproaches
with ‘which, through his action to Mary
of Gulte (for whom, as for pthers, Mr.
Russell has a generous word), amd the
steadfastness of his advocacy of the

_w alliance, his memory bas been
. “For three centuries,” Me

the baok  paturally col |

SH WEEKLY.

Russell owns, "bis name has been one
of reproach mainly. The shadow of his
last years bas darkened all the rest of
his career.  He bay come down to out
own tme chiefly in the light of
Buchanan's Cha and of Richard:
Bannatyne's Mic Wily (Macchia.
velli}, - Me has sul at the hands of
both parties in & great historical con-
toversy. And it is enly wihin bving
memory that, with the aid of the ampler
and more authoritative evidence which
the last century bas gradually disclosed.
his character and career bave received
a truer and more just appreciation ®
fp. 204} Maitland’s * ppportunism * s
oot disguised, and it is teen, 23 the
story goes om, Wow his over-subilety,
with a certain’ unscrapilousaess in the
means adopted to attain very worthy
ends, wrought at length o his wndoing.
Moray is another chifvacter whom Mr.
Russell ‘takes puias to vindicare from
many unjust aspersioni-—" the mast just
and maguinimoas ruler.” he calls him,
“that Scotland ‘has had since the days
of Broce™ (p. jof). But it i3 in the
tracing of the hidden threads of the
tragic developments of Mary's meigm
that, a4 said. the interest of the book—
we may -add, its value--are at their
height. Here, in the chapters on
“ The Spanish Match—Mary™s Secret
Diplomacy,” * The Daraley Marnage:
Mary her awn Minster,” & The Double
Tragedy : Riccio and Daraley.” *The
Fall of the Quesn -Maitland and Both-
well,® “ York and Wenminster : Mait-
land and Moray,” we ore lrought into
contacy with these clemental passiond
in human uilure, -in the resitless col-
fision and play of which the essence af
tragedy lies, = There iz pa forcing of the
interests the narrative mpves on n its
remorselets, almost dispaiiionate way,
but with profound impression oo the

| reader through the bare impact of the
! facts as brought to light.  Mr. Rossell

Jocs unt even wait to discuss in detail
the pragineness of the Casket Letters:
hat is for him a question already settled
omce for all for bistorical science. He
jefers 16 Mr, T. F. Henderson's book
and articles on the subject, and dxys:
EThe fact that Mr. Lang bas mow

jmitted the eotire authenticity  of
1. may fairly be regarded as’
Yosing the Jomg controversy * (pp. 288,
Faal With Mr. Henderson, he sees im
the recovery of Morton's ¢ Declaration
made to Tecil at the Westminster Con-
ference, an irrefragable evidence of the
genaineness of the documents.

1t is unmecessary, however, to go into
further details about the maner of the
volame, Tts favourable reception by all
penuine historical students of the period
which it covers may be taken far
granted. Tt is hoped that, by drawing
attention to it now, a wider circle of
readers may be attracted to its pages,

minutely as they deserve, and though it
is impossible to read a page of Dr.
Abboty without learning something, the
student who shares Macaulay's weak-
pess for reading what he can under-
stand may farly appeal to
scholars to come ta some understanding
of their awthor's meaning belore they
write any more big books about him.
The workd will not Believe he was.a

pont just because his editors say
w0, Perhaps Dr. Abbott does not rate
him so highly as his discoverer, Dr.
Rendel Harris spraks of * the originality
of the writer, with whoim it was casier
to say inspired things than to report
thersi,” and tells us that *we have in
gur Odes the language of Christian ex-
perience upon the hi Tevels of the
Spiritual Life.” 1f this were so, it could
not be hid, tven in Syriac odes. Te
would shine as it shines in the New
Testament, or the * Pilgrim’s Progress,”
or the * De Tmitatione.” In the transla-
tinms it does not shine at all, To a great
extent they are unintelligible, grotesque,
even incoherent, and these defects are
ot vedeemed when they are christened
= mystical ” or * sacramental.™

7 Jasins Deswey.

HELLENISM AND
CHRISTIANITY.”

There is something islated, rather
than independent, in this Gook, and one
can hardly givk an idea of its purpose
or its conclusions, except in the author's
words. He s concerned, appnrtllll,. ne
an orthodox Jew, who believes both in
the past and the {uture of his own reli-
ion, to deny the legitimacy of historical
Christianity : he cannot allow its sight
to appeal either 1o the Qld Testament
o to true Judaism. Mis Views may be
summed up in his own language as
follows : * The adoption ol the best
teaching ol Judaism made Cheistianity
an ethical religion.  The absorption of
Greek philosophy adapted it gu the edde
cated Greek, whilst the inclusion of bee
tiefs and rites borrowed from the mys-
tery religions of Hellenism made Chris-
tianity acceplable to the lower classcs
of the hetithens.”. 1t is interosting 10 see
what can be amde of this thesis by a
Rabbinic mind schooled or, at least,
read in modern criical bt

diminiabed
should !

sa obious an affirmation? And having

done 5o, we should be ready to see that

Hi account of the Doceta, “or

at least its idea, with s form of expres-

sion, is older thap Coloss, il. 14357

alsq (this is in iralics) that there are
the Gospels

out of the
about 350 large pages devoled to thin
sort of thing, and this is * Ecce Deus.”

ot that it is Mr. Buhh'rhnm'.

Far from that. “ The writer seems to
proved clearly in a work fyet in
MS.) on ‘ Guostic Elements in the New
Testament® that the New Testament
paralicls to prescrved Guostic passages
are almost without cxception youhger

than Goestic correspondents.” This is -

a choice sentence; the “seema™ is w»
good that we are sofry lo come upon
“almost.” Then, “The writer com-
pleted in September, 1009, & minute dis-
cussion of Mark, verse by verse; since
hen the importunacy of professional
dutiesi hay prevented final revision and
preparation for the press.” "Let wo
one suppose,” we are alsa warned in the
preface, “that the author's quiver is
herewith emptied.” No reader of * Ecce
Deus® would suppose such a thing.
The kind of arguments and assertions
that occupy these pages could be_spun
and elaborated without end ; they float

on, serenely indificient o the facts and

methods of history, and there i pa .
martal Teason, beyond the tax wpon the
writer's fancy, why they should mot
multiply. We do not intend to segard
“Ecce Deus ” as typieal of - American
theology., Ameniva  docs mot deserve
that-at our handi B never agaim,
even when the United States are dubbed
material and matter-of-fnct, never again

will we doubt the capacity of the =

American, as an amateur thealogian, 1@
soar airily above the trammels of fact
and logic and teality in which, accord-
ing to “Fece Deus,” the majority of

it s rather interesting than instrootive.
“Jesus was hellenised, and, in conse-
querice, e was dlified.”
chown that Easter and Christmas,Bap-
tism acd Tely Communion, all
known Lo the Hellenistic cults belore
the birth of Christlanity.” There is not
much light in uiterances like these, and,

1t should only be added that in
typography, illustration, and. out

index.

DR. ABBOTT ON THE ODES
OF SOLOMON®

The ancient poet {rom whom, in the
ninth part of his. = Dintessarien,™ Dr.
Abbatt seeks light on the Gospel is the
unknown author of the "Odm
Solomen.®  As the light  of tho Cides
themselves, alter all that has Lean done
for their elucidation, hardly amaounts to
darkness visible, the tithe is not deficient
in daring, When exeelient scholars tell
us that “collection of poems s the

a Christian, and also that he was.a aon-
Christian Jew whose work has under.
gone Christian interpolation ;. that of
sacraments the Odes do not seem 1o
know much, and nlso that they were
written mainly or wholly 10 be sung as
baptismal hymns—not to mention other

contradictions as le—the dispas
sionate reader will. probably conclude
hat the situation is ene which demands

| rather than eupplies Tight. Dr. Abbott,

who thinks the time for a good transla-
tion has hardly come, only gives a ver-
sion of twelve out of the forty-two odes,
and he does vot give the Syriac text.
The version cccupics Jess than nine

of peint, but the commentary on
(hese few pages is so constructed as 1o

which can be brought Into relation to
thom. 11 treats systematically of all
the aathor’s faveurite jdéas, metaphors,
sources and affinities just as occasion
presents them, and il it is impossible to
repd steadliy through anyihing %0 mis-

1 ‘laborate

cellaneous, the excel and
indices make to find - s
there, Dr, Abbott  de

jndeed. the exicrnality of Mr. Fried-

naible. It s difficult
¢ with such an attitude he

ECCE DEUS.t
This is the English edition of a work
which has already appeated jn German,
one of the weirdestoproducts of the
theory which attempts (o explain Chils-

of the book is that the Christian religion
was simply a monotheistic movement,
with a strong moral tinge, which vivified
a number of mythological elements in
comtemporary | SyBCTELsm,
who, incidentally, has 10 prove that
Mark's Gospel bas i
lineament, requires weighty allies, and
My, Smith las four. He is egotistical,
past all believing, He possesses the
gift of thetoric. He " has  also 2

the - Je :
Asatic-Ewropean

efflorescende
Roman spirit, of the
ssoul, that Christianity is

is @ precious piece of insight.
rivalled by the ssservion that the New
Testament writers were wise enough 1p
study Plato’s Republic and compara

s artitude  to - Christianity s |
neomprebe

tianity apart from Christ. The thesis

A writer

single human |

superb imapmation: 1t {5 a3 the final | hea
Judzo-Grco-

whally intel-
ligible and infinitely significant.” 'm;

. and that their researches met .

lustrate evervthing in the callection real meed of the ags. 'l‘hru:m_.-_-aq;

the . effete and  Brtish
heologians are evidently content to five
and and have their miserable
“3Ne have being. ]"_'f_ MOFFATT:
THE VENLY SESSION.®

Dr. Tait deseribes his book, in the
sub-title, as “an intfoduciion to 1he
history of the doctrine,” butgshen the
evidence from the ﬁ:i Testament i
analysed it amounts 10 litle more than
a few veferences, couched in Opientel
metaphor, 1o Christ seated at the right
hand of God's throne.  To make a
doctrine out of this imaginative tlement
in the primitive theology of the carly.

" Christians 35 hazardons; The formulatec

doctrine only appeared under the stres:
of the Arian contraversy,  Prgtte that, .
any attention paid to it cae from the
Western Church, and in the apostolic
fathibrs it is barely noticed. ' As a topic,
of scientific Christology, it has an
interest of its own; but it is bardiy a
doctrine : it is an instance of metaphor
being  hardemed inte a
affirmation.  The religiond
which underlies the New  Testament
insistence

errors pel by the vulgaté mis
rranslation of Heb. viil 3, which Swas

whether by Christ Himsell n the

or by Christ

" Cumis Yorke his mised ihe s
dients of ber book with a light and
practized hand, and the result s a2

Christianity in the New T
that is found in
second century, Fimally,

* Hollpniss  @nd. C
Genld - Fricdiandes,

though you must-pot look for ;nllt ingen

i sort ol thing reads y st
& .é’;lﬁ'aﬁ easily

ous maid whe follows a lad wha
‘has been kind to her all the way tc

7eal mam who is 1o bring, ber happiness.

thiy indicate

thealogical
nterest

Chriers
volume, calls atyention to the thealogical

%
in oo small measuge peupnnfihlu_'mﬁ
i : et

e atinual prapitiatgry offering, °

QUEER LITTLE JANE.t

and miry love story about am

Canada, and there naturally meets the .

Ay

S




