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. % (Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden."—MATT. XI. 28, . .
* eBehold; T stand at the door'and knogk” o
Pooon © L —REV.IIL 20,
- ON these texts I will venture, if I may,;
-to speak of four things, which I'will do
.with -an alliteration for which:I apolo-
-gige,-and yet it may aid: the memory.
.3irst, “as to Christ’s Person— Come
nto Me.” ‘Becondly, as fo Christ's
public—the weary “and - heavy laden.
Thirdly, ‘ds’ to:: Christ’s' promise—the
Stpegt,’ Fourthly, ~as . to. ;Christ's
préssure—the - knooking b the gate.
<"1 First; iin-respect of Christ’s Person.
_Ofall the great preschers and teachers
‘that ever failed; the Lord Jesus Christ
.was the greatest, -He failed at Caper-
‘naum and He failed at Jerusalem, . He
failed with *the Pharisees, and He
failed with His own-——"they all for-
gook Him and fled.” - It was the work
of the cross alone that saved His word.
1t was the cross, with its voucher in the
.Resurrection, that made: His' word
‘universal; - 1t was the ocrogs that re-
vealed @nd crowned: Him. Both His
“Person and, His workwere greater than
. Flig words could express ; .greater than
. any- acoount He could give of either,
: except in' the -cross.: Meén ;. turned
- from 'Him -as  Hig truth. grew more
_gieat and inward.’ They complained

" thgf’doh1d~‘nbt understand: it ; : and
gtill

il He mystified theni with His para-
,bles, refused plain answers. to plain
amdd e L ol S el

quegtions; ‘and declined o straight Yes
or No,

But as men fell from Him it only
deopened His intimacy with the Father
and kindled His holy joy in the tre-
mendous sense of what He was for God,
and God: for Him, and both for the
world. ' This call, -* Come unto Me,”
floats to us upon the flood-tide of His
exalted experience ; it is :a sacred
dithyramb, a lyric cry. :

‘. And yet it i3 snid by some that the
-words,  © Come : unto : Me,” -were no
more than an invitation to come and
- be taught the secrets of Jesus ; to take
home His doctrine of God, to copy. His
religion, imitate His: faith, and find
in it the- mystic . peace :of .2, com-

| munion like His own..: But can- you
[ easily believe: that that was all ¥ that |-
thete.was no more than: that dn His |

mind ¢ A moment before He had
spoken of the unigue. relation of His
person to the Father, and declated that
there was 1o access to the Father but
as He gave'it. “Can you think: that in
this—+the. most exalted moment: that
.we know-in. His life—e was but en-
grossed” -with - religious: precepts; and
1ot ‘flushed- with. endless spiritual’ re-
gource:in Himself, to whom ‘He had
just - said all ~was: delivered by: the
Father & Was there nothing in His
consciousness that made Him avoid the
teacher's common talk about ‘' my
word,”*my law,” * my trath.”". “my,

you rest”’? 'Is not thie only true inter:
“retation of such call that which Paul
found—by the mediation’of the. cross—
« Clome .into. Me,” rather than “ Come
into My way.”: and. ¢ Come- into My
wake” % Was John wrong when he
translated * Follow:Me ”-into: “ Abide
in Me » 7 ~Did the disciples who came
.at Christ’s word not stay for Himself ¢
Did they not :at last: find. His word
swamped !in Himself?. Through all
His. words, so..poorly understood, He
emerged upon them as: the: Christ, the
Son of .the living God. When should
we find Christ’s. vast sense and sure-
pess -of Himself, if not in & moment
5o ecstatic as_this ! He. was known
by the Father when men were falling
from: Him every day and Capernaum
sinking to hell—to a deeper; hell than
“ungodly Sodom ;. and He knew in the
‘Father more than & compensation. for
“all. that: heart-breaking loss. | ‘Where

‘but here: shonld He.emerge with- the I’

way” and-made Him say I will'give

vast consciousness that in Himself was
room for the laden world and strength
for its failing soul ? - Even if thecross
were not in His thought, it was the
Christ:of the cross that spoke here.
It was the conscionsness at last con-
summated in the crogs, It was the
Christ with the cross:in Him that here
spoke what on the ¢ross He did, The
same Soul that redeemed offers.here a
stage, an instalment of the redemption,
and -He could speak this only. by the
selfsame moral power for all the world
as enabled Him to die, and. rise, and
reign for it. The ecross, which is for
ever knocking solemnly at the world’s
gate, is here-sounding, sweetly in. the
world’séar,. TP G

[ Clirisgs Publio,
Secondly, His public. Jesus  was

growing unpopular.. His first hope had
| heen. in the nation, and to the nation

He made His: first}appeal. - But,: the
more, He had.t0:do with the national
authorities. and the jupper classes. the
more He failed. He became what we

‘should call in amother, disillusioned.
“Trom the influential Tsrael He turned

to  ite lost sheep: . From 'even .them
He 'had to turn to the little flock, to
whom the Father had given the King-
dom. Tike the old prophets, He was
driven back upon a remnant, yea, the
remnant of & remnant, an elect.  Bub
it was no proud elect; it was the
nepioi—the blameless fools, the ripe in
faith but babes:in: soul. . He turned

.to the people, but it was to the pick

of the people ; it was not to Demog—
not:to the crowd, but to. the godly in
i, whose goul thirsted. for, Israel’s sal-
vation and: found in Judaism . no
« water of life.” He turned .to those’
who pined for the Kingdom of God, but

.who found .at, Jerusalem only a can-
.onical ring that gagged the. Spirit,

refused the Son, destroyed the, Fathor,

. and made the hungry. children orphans.

He found. at Jerusalem no more than
the Catholic reformers and modernists
have always found in the Curia round the
Pope at Rome—a. buteancracy which
stifles’ the Kingdom. - Jesus found the
way of God to be not through anational
Church, but through a: gathered Church
sitted by Hisword.. . True, He blest the
public, but it. was to an elect .that. He
appealed, and it is through a sym-
pathetic elect - thab  He still , works,
It was:in an eléct that He found Him-
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self, and it is by an elect that He
ﬂbi}l comeg to His own; it is o Church
that saves the world. Sinc . ecelesip
nulla¥salus,

His Gospel's mrinciple is a sifting
principle. ' 'His fan is always in His
hand. His is no uncritical action. He
saves all men to-morrow by some men
to-day. He brings the Kingdom by &
Churelr, and the Church itself He win-
nows by deliberato rejections which aro
an irony upon much of our cfiusive, in-
discriminate, impatient propaganda,
our getting people in_and our passion
for voting power. Jesus found Hig

~hope. to be not the people, but among
the people. He appealed not to the
common man, but to the wncommon
saint, to the fow, the fit, the trustees
of the fubure and of the whole.

And what does He hero say ¢ Permit
‘some modern paraphrage.- “ All things
ere delivered to Me of the Father.”
He did not here mean power but know-
-ledge.” 'The word is' ‘panta paredothe.
I'nm atbracted by the suggestion; a
‘very ngw ope, that the allision is to
o new and personal paradosis. - Para-
dosis, as many of yon know, is the
usual word %o.r the deposit of faith—
transmitted - knowledge, the- tradition

- of the elders, paternal doctrine. - What
‘Jesus felt given to Him was a know-
ledge, & - tradition direct from Iis
Father. It was unique knowledge of
God, but not legal, canonical, Tal-
mudic li_nowledge.' Nor was it Gnostic
or” Esoteric knowledge. It was not
for professionals nor for lluminati.
16" was the knowledge contained in
huriiblé, - filigl,  experimental * faith.
traly religious knowledge—yet know-
lodgs, notnere imphession ; khowledge
fgi,ve“n to bhe'Son; and not merély to.the
VSaint, unitqily given by the only Pather
‘to the only Sopit™ " 7

Al i3 clear between Me and My
Tather.  We perfectly understand each
other. And I bow and I'praise. Men
fall from Me and misanderstand Me,
I am alone but for the Father with Me.
None E‘uow Me but God; nay, none
know God but I, and those kindred
and humble souls towhom I - open

“Miné. Even to them it is I that give
the knowledge. T give it only to the
humble and obscure like myseli—the
lll)eqs&nt sgints. Come to  Me, ye

uhgr{ sheep, that look up and are not
Fed. " I, too, am ‘of the still and godly
gbiain, I will vefresh you. Take the
yoké that I ‘will give ‘you, as I take
thy yoke God  gives ‘Me. My .own
yoke you cannot take, but a yoke from
Me you must take, for your soul’s
peace. It is light beside your law.

Come and find the Kingdom in the
Father and the Father in Me. Youwr
yoke will be as ensy as the Fathor's
will to the Son, and your hurden like
love’s whose lightest word is law.”

‘TFhat iy the sense of His words. I
syl of Comte 1 W, ti

‘orughed “onder & harsh i

make through Himself to the ‘godly
- few. He passed by those that had
the public ear, the cultured, the
capable, the eminent, and the astute, on
the one hand, and the wrecks and rabble
of life on the other. The Gospel is for
these, but His call was not to these.
The weary and laden were the hungry
souls, the faithful, the godly, the holy
and humble men of heart, the poor in
spirit, sick for the Kingdom, but find-
ing none of it in the Curialism of Jeru-
salem. It was a call to the prepared,
not to the failures, the bankrupts and
groundlings of life, not to the irve-
sponsible, the casual, the sullen, the
embittered, nor to the mere feclless
populace of the time. It was to the
holy stock : I, too, am of the simple
saints, the gontle lives, the humbly
good. T am at home among the God-
hungry, - the unworldly, the cottage
saints.” You are aware that ex-
ception has heen taken to the self-
| consciousness of Clirist’s description of
Himself 'as meek, because. the truly
humble are the last to know, and cer-
tainly to speak about it. But Jesus
is not describing Himself here, he is
classing Himself, - He was not sur-
rendering His humility by praising it,
but He was confessing His affinities.
It was not a subjective state; it was
an objeotive stand. y yoke is not
lighter than the world’s.” "How cauld
the Man of the cross say it was %
* But if is lighter than the seribes’, the,
priests’, the high eminences and Brah-
mins of the hour—lighter to the godly
soul; if nobt to> the : natural heart

vocall s of
thitiking; sndwetirs ot Wit d we
tire” of playing, but we do not tire of
loving” What true lover of Christ
avet tired of loving Him ? _If he cease
to love he tires, but he does not tire of
loving. Christ, therefore, is not con-
trasting His yoke with the word’s
yoke, but with the Church’s. He is not
appealing, He is not promising, to
those who groan and sweat. The lead
was not that of the world and it
worries, but the load of a false and
exacting roligion. His call was to the
religious who were stifled by a_wrong
religion, not to the. non-religious,

b wag

& oall by Bhe elect to. the elect. . |
Chiistianity was not bori ont of the
misery of ‘the proletariat; but out. o
the hunger and’ thirst for the King:
dom of the living, saving God'; not
from the impatience of wrong, but from
the impatience of godlessness. It
thought first not of man’s poverty, but
his lostness. Redemption was the one
and ultimate condition of the race’s
weal, Christ was not a revolutionary,

You see that what was filling Christ’s

mind at. this moment tas tho teys:
labion that it ploaged the Father to

B o %

axige out of the poverty either of Judaa
or of Rome. It was nob & mass move-
ment; that was the way of all the
falso Messiahs.” It bore upon moral
conditions, not economic, else it would
havé gone ahead like a fire in a forest,
and then burned out. Whereas it went
slowly, and bwns still with unquench-
able fire. The call was not to the sul-
merged ; it was to the emerged ; it
was to the half-cmerged, at least. Tf

merged. Christ speaks to the Chureh,
but it is for the world, The elect were
not monopelists, but first-fruits, as
they are to this day. What they are
choson to be, all areealled to be, all are
destined to be. Christianity may or
may not be directly for the masses at g
given hour, but Christians are, and
Christianity will not get to the masses
till Cliristinns take it Christinnity is o
sacramental religion, and therefore
it must have its holy elements. 'And
the sacramental clements of Chris-
tianity are sacramentsl men, The t
-trangubstantiation is that of the soul,
what we call conversion. And the
converted are still the fow. I pleases
God to work by an elect in overy age,
and, therefore, Christianity must

as slow as the (od who took that way.
It must Be slow if it is gcin%z to gather
up all; it must be slow if it bp the
appeal of the cross to souls that live
by something else than the panem et
circenges—soup and circuses, heer and
bets, ist has no word for those
whose one idea of life i food and fun
and 4 real good time, be they rieh or
poor; young or old—no word: ubjnﬁ-
ment, ‘though ‘& judgment unto:
vation. Xt was
radl that Jests -said,
“Come unto Me.” He wad more in-
terested in the purity of Hig:(hureh
than in its prestige. And.I dén hear
these words at this moment .
directly, not to the faithless, but to the
faithful, and not to the Churches even,
but to the true Church in them all—not
to mere Christians, but to true ocon-
fessors, And that earnest Ohurch
hears the call, and it moves in answer
* back to Christ.” e

' Back to Cheist,” ‘
% Back to Christ "*—we have becomo

accordingly 4o a pre-
ooy 108 b

familiar with the words, What:do e

THhean Egvthem . Back to what Ghrist ?
Baclt 601 the Christ of this eall mm‘e]? ?
0. the -lone, inviting voice which
failed 7 o the exalbed vision, 8o
soon to be submerged in His soul's
night? Is it baok to the religious
Christ or to the teaching Christ, the
healing Christ, the winsome Christ,
to the moral personality which pre-
sents to an msthetic piety a harmonious

but & Redeemer, Christianity did not

character and g ot t Nay,
but it is no such balancegoggum that

wag to them, but it was for the sub- -
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